
Graduate Course Descriptions 
Fall 2026 (updated 3/25/26) 

 
ENGL 50003-001 Composition Pedagogy 
Fernandes, Maggie 
TR 9:30 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. 
 
Textbooks Required: No required textbooks; readings will be available via Blackboard 
or elsewhere online 
 
Description: Our semester-long professional development workshop will focus on the 
theory and practice of teaching college-level writing. We will engage with a wide variety 
of texts and perspectives on teaching and learning in composition studies, including 
feminist, equitable, multilingual, and multimodal approaches to composition pedagogy 
and assessment. In addition to discussing readings, we will devote significant time to 
discussing classroom practices and current classroom experiences. Course topics 
include teaching reading, engaging in the writing process, giving feedback, using 
self-reflection, teaching for knowledge transfer, considering grammars, styles, and 
voices, and other topics of interest to participants in the course. 
  
Essays, exams, and other major requirements: ongoing reflections on teaching, two 
peer observations, reading responses, course materials for ENGL 10103/ENGL 10203, 
a 2-page statement of teaching philosophy and practice. 

 
ENGL 50003-002 Composition Pedagogy 
McIntyre, Megan 
TR 9:30 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. 
 
Textbooks Required: No required textbooks; readings will be available via Blackboard 
or elsewhere online 
 
Description: Our semester-long professional development workshop will focus on the 
theory and practice of teaching college-level writing. We will engage with a wide variety 
of texts and perspectives on teaching and learning in composition studies, including 
feminist, equitable, multilingual, and multimodal approaches to composition pedagogy 
and assessment. In addition to discussing readings, we will devote significant time to 
discussing classroom practices and current classroom experiences. Course topics 
include teaching reading, engaging in the writing process, giving feedback, using 
self-reflection, teaching for knowledge transfer, considering grammars, styles, and 
voices, and other topics of interest to participants in the course. 



  
Essays, exams, and other major requirements: ongoing reflections on teaching, two 
peer observations, reading responses, course materials for ENGL 10103/ENGL 10203, 
a 2-page statement of teaching philosophy and practice.  

 
ENGL 50203 Writing Workshop: Fiction 
Jensen, Toni 
Thursday 11:00 a.m. to 1:45 p.m. 
 
Textbooks Required:​
Keene, John. Annotations. New Directions Press, 1995. ISBN: 0811213048 

 
Description:  
This course focuses on writing fiction—short stories or novel chapters. The primary texts are 
each other’s manuscripts. Students will discuss and offer both verbal and written feedback on 
each other’s short stories or novel chapters. 
 
Essays, exams, and other major requirements:​
Major assignments include: turning in two pieces of fiction for workshop; revising one 
piece for a final project; writing feedback to all peers’ stories or chapters that are 
workshopped; giving verbal feedback in workshop. 

 
ENGL 50303: Writing Workshop: Poetry 
McCombs, Davis 
W 12:55 p.m. to 3:40 p.m. 
 
Textbooks Required:​
 
 
Description: ​
 
  
Essays, exams, and other major requirements:​
 

 
ENGL 50403 Translation Workshop 
Brock, Geoffrey 
F 10:45 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
 
Textbooks Required: Sympathy for the Traitor, by Mark Polizzotti 



 
Description: The workshop offers an introduction to the art/craft of literary translation 
and the role of the translator as scholar, creative writer, and curator/gatekeeper; it 
involves discussions of literary translations produced by students from any language 
into English, supplemented by translation-related exercises and the discussion of craft- 
or theory-oriented texts about translation. 
  
Essays, exams, and other major requirements: Each student will make at least one 
presentation on an essay of their choice. The final project will be a portfolio of revised 
translations, along with a short reflective paper on your process and your project. 

 
ENGL 51703-002 Advanced Studies in Medieval Lit & Culture 
ENGL 52203-001 Advanced Studies in Renaissance Literature and Culture. 
ENGL 61103-001 Seminar in Medieval Lit & Culture 
“Literatures of Iberia” 
Kahf, Mohja 
R 2:00 p.m. - 4:45 p.m. 
 
Textbooks Required: 

Ibn Hazm, The Ring of the Dove.  Trans. A.R. Nykle, Martino Fine 
Publishing, ISBN 1614276080 OR Trans. A.J. Arberry, Luzak Oriental 
Publishing, ISBN 189894203X. 

  

Ibn Tufayl, Hayy Ibn Yaqzan.  Trans. Lenn Goodman, U Chicago, ISBN 
0226303101 OR the much older Simon Ockley translation. 

  

Moses Maimonides. Guide of the Perplexed. Trans. Chaim Rabin, Hackett 
Publishing, ISBN 0872203247 

  

And others TBA. 

 
Description:  
This course examines multiple literatures of medieval Iberia that developed mainly from 
the 9th to 13th centuries, and may expand geographically to look at impact on adjacent 



areas (e.g. Provence, or Fatimid north Africa), or expand chronologically to see how this 
heritage of multiplicity is looked back upon in the 16th and 17th centuries.. Medieval 
Iberian literature in our period takes place initially mainly in Arabic, with strong minority 
literature first in Hebrew, then in Latin and later in Castilian, which becomes the major 
literature over the course of the 13th century. Troubadour poetry is an example of an 
adjacent set of texts into which we may venture. We will read texts together in 
translation, and students with only English are welcome, but students are encouraged to 
read in the original wherever they have the ability. We will be reading both prose and 
poetry. We will examine questions of literary relations, translations, and influences, in 
terms of intellectual content as well as form. The course takes as its frame the 
integrational approach of late Yale Hispanicist Maria Rosa Menocal, who suggested that 
the multiple literary traditions of medieval Iberia ought not be compartmentalized 
separately according to modern national language departments (Spanish, Arabic, etc.) 
but pursued across these linguistic boundaries as literary cultures intimately bound up 
with each other and with the geographic place of their origin, the Iberian peninsula. We 
will also examine the formation of racialized discourses around the figures of “Moors” 
and Sephardim toward the end of our period. Some theorize this moment and 
geographic place to be one of the genesis points of Eurocentric discourses about “race” 
and of anti-Black racism specifically, arising in part around the racialization of religious 
difference in Catholic Iberia. Gender as well as racialized formations will be ongoing foci 
of analysis in the course, and we will examine some of the robust scholarly debates that 
have been emerging around race and medieval studies as well as postcolonial methods 
and medieval studies. 
  
Essays, exams, and other major requirements for 5000-level: 
Students at this level will produce documents preparatory to major research, such as (potentially) an 
annotated bibliography, a conference paper, and shorter preparatory writings. TBA whether a major 
research paper will be incorporated.  
Essays, exams, and other major requirements for 6000-level: 

The research requirement will be heavier at the seminar level; workload at this level 
is likely to include the traditional end-of-term long research paper suitable for 
potential future journal submission or dissertation-building, in addition to weightier 
versions of the 5000-level assignments. 

 
MA advisory codes: 
Generalist A: satisfies Medieval Literature and Culture requirement.  
Generalist B: satisfies Renaissance Literature and Culture requirement. 
Specialist 1: satisfies Cultural Studies requirement. 
Specialist 3: satisfies Ethnic and Regional Literatures requirement. 



Specialist 4: satisfies Gender and Sexuality requirement.  
Specialist 5: satisfies Medieval Literature requirement.  
Specialist 6: satisfies Religion and Literature requirement. 
 

 
ENGL 51703-003 Advanced Studies in Medieval Lit & Culture 
“Old English” 
Smith, Joshua 
MWF 9:40 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 
 
Textbooks 
Peter Baker, Introduction to Old English, 3rd edition (Wilely-Blackwell, 2012). ISBN 
978-0470659847 
  
Description 
In this course students will learn how to read and understand Old English, the language 
that was written and spoken in England from around 500 to 1100 AD. Its haunting and 
evocative literature recounts the deeds of heroes like Beowulf, the plights of exiles, 
surprisingly funny riddles, and encounters with saints and monsters. Influencing writers 
as diverse as J. R. R. Tolkien and Jorge Luis Borges, Old English literature has 
remained a potent force in recent and contemporary literary culture. 
  
As Old English is something like a foreign language for Modern English speakers, we 
will spend the first several weeks gradually learning the basics of the language and 
good translation practices. By the end of the course, we will be reading entire works in 
Old English. 
  
This course will be followed by another Old English class in the Spring, in which we will 
read further poetry in Old English. 
  
Essays, exams, and other major requirements 
Translation homework; quizzes; midterm; final; attendance and participation mandatory. 
Graduate Students will have slightly more challenging assessments. 
  
MA advisory codes: 
Generalist A: satisfies Medieval Literature and Culture requirement.  
Specialist 5: satisfies Medieval Literature requirement.  

 
ENGL 51903 Graduate Internship in English* 
Teacher: Graduate Advisor or Dept. Faculty Member Overseeing Internship  
 



Description: The Graduate Internship in English is a three-credit-hour, semester-long 
course. It is an opportunity for our graduate students to professionalize further, and 
perhaps in nontraditional ways, while completing their degree programs. Internships 
allow students to understand their career options better, explore specific work 
environments, develop valuable non-academic skills, and network—all before they 
graduate. Students completing internships with a department faculty member are 
graded by that department faculty member (who will need to have a section of the 
course assigned to them by the English Department office). Students completing 
internships outside of the department are graded by their graduate advisor, who will be 
in communication with the outside supervisor to determine the student's grade. Students 
can propose an internship opportunity to their graduate advisor or consult with their 
graduate advisor about existing internship opportunities. Internships should be arranged 
before the end of the semester immediately preceding the semester of the internship.  
 
*Permission of student’s graduate advisor required.  
 
MA advisory code: Course is not coded but can fulfill an elective course requirement 
for English M.A. students. 

 
ENGL 52003 Intro to Graduate Studies 
Hinrichsen, Lisa 
Monday 2:00 p.m.4:45 p.m. 
 
Course Overview  
What does it mean to profess literature? This course is designed to help introduce new 
graduate students in English to graduate study in general and to our department in 
particular. We will focus on the concrete particulars as well the long-term goals involved 
in successfully negotiating graduate work and the profession. Emphasis will be placed 
on developing scholarly habits and practices, understanding the historical and scholarly 
development of the profession, surveying the debates and issues that shape the 
discipline and some of its various subfields, modeling writing skills necessary for 
success as a graduate student, and fostering the development of individual academic 
and professional goals. We will also discuss contemporary professional issues, 
including scholarly associations, journals, conferences, university structures, and career 
paths.  
 
Required Texts  
Eric Hayot, The Elements of Academic Style: Writing for the Humanities (Columbia UP, 
9780231168014)  
 



Optional Text (Also available via Mullins) 
Gregory M. Colón Semenza, Graduate Study for the 21st Century: How to Build an 
Academic Career in the Humanities (Palgrave, 978-1349531202)  
 
Assignments  
Discussion Leader: Facilitating Points of Entry 15%  
Journal Report 15%  
One conference abstract 10%  
Intellectual Biography 15% 
Response Papers 25%  
Teaching Philosophy 10%  
C.V. 10% 

 
ENGL 52303-001 Craft of Translation I 
“International Graphic Novels” 
Brock, Geoffrey 
T 3:30 p.m. to 6:15 p.m. 
 
Textbooks Required (partial tentative list): Ancco’s Bad Friends; Alison Bechdel’s 
Fun Home; Guido Buzzelli’s The Labyrinth; Chantal Montellier’s Social Fiction; Andrea 
Pazienza’s The Last Days of Pompeo; Marjane Satrapi’s The Complete Persepolis… 
 
Description: This course will offer an introduction to the world of the international 
graphic novel. Our texts, spanning roughly the last half century, will consist of mostly of 
comics translated from Japanese, Korean, Farsi, French, Italian, and Spanish, along 
with a couple originally written in English. We’ll grapple with the term “graphic 
novel”—which can refer not just to works of fiction but also to memoir, biography, 
journalism, and historiography—and with terms such as bandes dessinées, fumetti, 
manga, and gekiga, which emerge from different languages and traditions. Over the 
course of the semester, several of the field’s leading translators will visit the class 
virtually to discuss their books and the particularities of translating graphic literature. 
  
Essays, exams, and other major requirements: At the end of the term, students will 
be required to hand in either an 8-12 page critical paper or an 8-12 page comic. 

 
ENGL 52403-001 Special Topics 
ENGL 62403-002 Seminar Special Topics 
“Soulcraft and Sacrament” 
Dempsey, Sean 
T 11:00 a.m. to 1:45 p.m. 



 
Textbooks Required: 
 

Reed, Ishmael, Mumbo Jumbo. ISBN: 978-0684824772 

Additional readings will be placed on Blackboard. 

 
 
Description:  
 
This course explores constructions of the soul, the self, sympathy, and society within a 
wide range of contexts. Our interest will be in the variety of ways the very building 
blocks of our senses of self, community, and cosmos have been made and understood. 
One reason for doing so is that if we want to know where we are going, we need to 
have a better sense of where we have been. 
 
To better understand the autopoetic potentialities of such self-fashioning or soul-craft, 
this class surveys and works to integrate a variety of scholarly terrains. 
Our readings will start within the domains of classics, philosophy, religion, mysticism, 
and the esoteric (Plato, Plotinus, Augustine, Meister Eckhart, Teresa of Avila, Martin 
Luther, the Metaphysical Poets, Simone Weil, assorted Hindu and Buddhist texts, and a 
sprinkling of insights from the traditions around theurgy, Renaissance magic, and 
spiritual alchemy). 
 
We will then spend time working through some of the formal and pragmatic implications 
of soul-craft, drawing upon the Romantic and Post-Romantic literature of the long 19th 
century (Wordsworth, Coleridge, Keats, Shelley, Hopkins, Emerson, Dickinson, 
Whitman, T. S. Eliot, and Wallace Stevens). 
 
As we trace the implications of these ideas throughout the semester we will also explore 
a range of classic and contemporary readings from thinkers associated with philosophy, 
religious studies, magic and esotericism studies, anthropology, political theory, 
phenomenology, affect theory, media studies, ecocriticism, ontological poetics, 
cybernetics and systems theory, and secular and postsecular studies. 
 
Through these efforts we will search for resources that have been underemphasized 
within these traditions that may help us move beyond some of the ecological, 
philosophic, social, political, and aesthetic blockages we are experiencing within late 
modernity. 
 



 
Essays, exams, and other major requirements for 5000-level: 
 

Midterm, one book review, one longer paper (12-17 pages), class presentation, and discussion board posts. 

 

Essays, exams, and other major requirements for 6000-level: 
​  
​ Midterm, one book review, one longer paper (15-20 pages), class presentation, and discussion board posts. 

 
MA advisory codes: 
Generalist A: satisfies Medieval Literature and Culture requirement.  
Generalist B: satisfies Renaissance Literature and Culture requirement. 
Generalist C: satisfies Restoration and 18th-century Literature and Culture 
requirement.  
Generalist D: satisfies 19th-century British Literature and Culture requirement. 
Generalist E: satisfies British Literature and Culture After 1900 requirement.  
Generalist F: satisfies American Literature and Culture Before 1900 requirement.  
Generalist G: satisfies American Literature and Culture After 1900 requirement.  
Generalist H: satisfies World Literature and Culture Written in English requirement. 
Specialist 6: satisfies Religion and Literature requirement. 
(T): satisfies Theory requirement.  

 
ENGL 52403-003 Special Topics 
“Canadian Fiction” 
Viswanathan, Padma 
M 2:00 p.m. to 4:50 p.m. 
 
Textbooks Required: An extremely tentative reading list—contact me for a list of other 
books I’m still considering and definitely ask for the final list before you buy!   
Andrei Alexis, Fifteen Dogs 
Madhur Anand, To Place a Rabbit 
Margaret Atwood, Cat’s Eye 
Caroline Breault, Nuclear Winter 
Cherie Dimaline, Empire of Wild   
Mavis Gallant stories 
Wayne Johnston, The Colony of Unrequited Dreams 
Joy Kogawa, Obasan 
Annabel Lyon, The Golden Mean 
Ann Marie MacDonald, Fall on Your Knees 
Alice Munro stories  
Michael Ondaatje, The English Patient 



Mordecai Richler, The Apprenticeship of Duddy Kravitz   
 
Description: A seminar-style class in which we will read Canadian novels, graphic 
novels and short stories, written in English or in English translation, from the 20th and 
21st century. Students will submit discussion questions on each week’s book; 
discussions will center on the evolution of “CanLit” and Canadian culture more broadly; 
the ways Canadian fiction reflects Canadian style, humour and history; how Canadian 
writers portray and intersect with Canadian identity; and how Canadian fiction might 
affect how Canada is seen abroad.  
 
No prerequisite. 
 
  
Essays, exams, and other major requirements: Weekly discussion questions. 
Participation. One short creative or analytic paper.  

 
ENGL 52703-001 Craft of Poetry I 
Davis, Geffrey 
TTh 12:30 p.m. to 1:45 p.m. 
 
Description: During this course, we will study a range of contemporary craft concerns, 
paying particular attention to the structural choices that a writer makes to optimize a 
poem’s synergistic relationship between its form and content. Topics of discussion may 
include received, open, nonce, and modal forms. 

  
Requirements: conference-length paper, in-class presentations, regular and civil 
attendance, and generative participation in class discussions. 
 

 
ENGL 52803-001 Craft of Fiction II 
“Speculative Short Fiction” 
Hurt, Bryan 
W 8:35 a.m. to 11:35 a.m. 
 
Textbooks Required:​
A tentative reading list! ​
​
Aimee Bender, The Girl in the Flammable Skirt​
Ted Chiang, Stories of Your Life and Others​
Nana Kwame Adjei-Brenyah, Friday Black​



Mariana Enriquez, Things We Lost in the Fire​
Brian Evenson, Windeye​
N. K. Jemisin, How Long ’til Black Future Month?​
Stephen Graham Jones, After the People Lights Have Gone Off​
Etgar Keret, Suddenly a Knock on the Door​
Ken Liu, The Paper Menagerie and Other Stories​
Kelly Link, Magic for Beginners​
Ling Ma, Bliss Montage​
Carmen Maria Machado, Her Body and Other Parties​
Karen Russell, Vampires in the Lemon Grove​
George Saunders, Tenth of December​
Samanta Schweblin, Mouthful of Birds 
 
Description:  
​
This course explores the craft of speculative short fiction. Reading complete story 
collections that range from science fiction and fantasy to horror, surrealism, and the 
weird, we’ll examine how writers use speculative premises to reshape narrative form 
and explore philosophical, social, and emotional questions. We’ll pay particular attention 
to the short story as a form that allows speculative ideas to unfold quickly and with 
intensity—how writers establish narrative rules, build worlds efficiently, and deploy the 
strange within compressed forms. Through discussion, writing exercises, and 
workshops, students will experiment with speculative techniques in their own fiction. 

Essays, exams, and other major requirements:​
​
Weekly discussions, short writing assignments, and occasional sharing and discussion 
of student work. Over the course of the semester, students will complete brief 
speculative writing exercises tied to the readings and develop at least one longer story. 

 
ENGL 54103-001 Advanced Studies in Modern and Contemporary British 
Literature and Culture 
ENGL 65103-001 Seminar in Modern and Contemporary British Literature 
“J.R.R. Tolkien” 
Smith, Joshua 
W 12:55 p.m. to 3:40 p.m. 
 
Textbooks 
J.R.R. Tolkien.  The Hobbit.  ISBN 0-345-33968-1. 
——. The Fellowship of the Ring. ISBN 0-345-33970-3. 
——. The Two Towers. ISBN  0-345-33971-1. 



——. The Return of the King. ISBN 0-345-33973-8. 
——. The Silmarillion. ISBN 0-345-32581-8 
——. Smith of Wootton Major and Farmer Giles of Ham.  ISBN 0345336062 
——. The Monsters and the Critics and Other Essays.  ISBN 026110263X 
——. The Legend of Sigurd and Gudrún, ed. Christopher Tolkien 
Tom Shippey.  The Road to Middle Earth. ISBN 0261102753 
Humphrey Carter. J. R. R. Tolkien: A Biography. 
  
Description 
This course examines the life and works of J.R.R. Tolkien. In particular, we will study the 
critical reception of Tolkien’s work, his status as a post-war writer, adaptations of his 
work, and his use of medieval literature in creating his own fictional universe. We will 
also read a sampling of his professional scholarship as an Oxford professor of medieval 
languages and literature. The pace of this course is rigorous, so you may want to reread 
a few of your favorites before the semester begins.   
  
Essays, exams, and other major requirements 
Mandatory attendance and participation; weekly reading responses; annotated 
bibliography; final research project. 
 
MA advisory codes: 
Generalist E: satisfies British Literature and Culture After 1900 requirement. 
Specialist 1: satisfies Cultural Studies requirement. 

 
ENGL 55603-001 Advanced Studies in Native American LIterature and Culture 
ENGL 65503-001 Seminar in Native American Literature and Culture 
“Tribal Storytelling” 
Teuton, Sean 
M 10:45 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
 
Textbooks Required: 

Keith Basso, Wisdom Sits in Places 

Erdoes and Ortiz, eds., American Indian Myths and Legends 

Karl Kroeber, Artistry in Native American Myths 

Frank Linderman, Pretty Shield 

N. Scott Momaday, The Way to Rainy Mountain 



James Mooney, The Myths of the Cherokee 

Gus Palmer, Telling Stories the Kiowa Way 

Timothy, Pauketat, Cahokia 

Jerold Ramsey, Reading the Fire 

Leslie Marmon Silko, Ceremony 

Henry Rowe Schoolcraft, Indian Legends 

John Swanton, Myths and Tales of the Southeastern Indians 

Stith Thompson, ed., Tales of the North American Indians 

Richard Van Camp, The Moon of Letting Go 

James Welch, Fools Crow 

Ray Young Bear, Remnants of the First Earth 
 
Description:  

Long ago when this world was only water a chief’s daughter passed through a hole in the 
sky. Down she fell but was caught by a great turtle. The animals decided Sky Woman must 
have land. Toad volunteered to dive down and get mud to mound on Turtle’s back. That’s 
how humans came to live on Turtle Island. For thousands of years Native Americans 
circled the fire and told such stories not only to entertain but also to instruct in ethics, 
ecology, religion, and government, recounting ancient migrations, catastrophes, battles, and 
heroism. Still today such storytelling ensures the peoplehood, the very survival, of Native 
American tribes. Here begins the story of Indigenous literature, indeed American 
literature, in North America. In this course we will read and study the many Native 
American tales that appear in ethnological books on tribes as well as fill volumes on 
pan-tribal mythologies. We will read from scholars who study tribal storytelling better to 
understand the role and power of tribal story to invent and maintain a world. And we will 
discover the place of tribal storytelling in the rise of Native American literature today. No 
prior knowledge assumed. All texts will be in English. A screen-free classroom. 
Requirements: regular attendance and participation, notebook, in-class midterm and final 
essays.  
 
Essays, exams, and other major requirements for 5000-level: Shorter essays 
 



Essays, exams, and other major requirements for 6000-level: Longer essays 
 
MA advisory codes:  
Generalist F: satisfies American Literature and Culture Before 1900 requirement.  
Generalist G: satisfies American Literature and Culture After 1900 requirement.  
Generalist H: satisfies World Literature and Culture Written in English requirement. 
Specialist 1: satisfies Cultural Studies requirement. 
Specialist 2: satisfies Environmental Literature, Writing, and Culture.  
Specialist 3: satisfies Ethnic and Regional Literatures requirement. 
Specialist 4: satisfies Gender and Sexuality requirement.  
Specialist 6: satisfies Religion and Literature requirement. 

 
ENGL 59703 Advanced Studies in Rhetoric and Composition-001 
ENGL 69703 Seminar in Rhetoric and Composition-001 
“Black Feminist Literacies, Rhetorics, and Pedagogies” 
Pritchard, Eric Darnell 
Thurs. 12:30 p.m. to 3:15 p.m. 
 
Textbooks Required: 
Black Girlhood Celebration: Toward a Hip Hop Feminist Pedagogy by Ruth Nicole Brown 
 
Who Look at Me? Shifting the Gaze of Education through Blackness, Queerness, and the Body by  
       Durell Callier and Dominique C. Hill    
 
Undrowned: Black Feminist Lessons from Marine Mammals by Alexis Pauline Gumbs 
 
Black Gurl Reliable: Pedagogies of Vulnerability and Transgression by Dominique C. Hill 
 
Teaching to Transgress: Education as the Practice of Freedom by bell hooks    
 
Teaching with Tenderness: Toward and Embodied Practice by Becky Thompson 
 
Description:  
As a critical cartographer, Katherine McKittrick reminds us that Black women/ girls/ femmes/ 
GNC folx live across multiple geographies where their different ways of knowing and writing 
contest space and time in dominant culture and empire. Taking inspiration from this insight, 
this course traces Black feminist scholarship as a central site of new geography-making in the 
fields of Black Feminist literacies, rhetorics, and pedagogies. 
  
In this course we will fiercely pursue Black feminist research, teaching, and what Alexis 
Pauline Gumbs calls "community-accountable" activist scholarship. We will (re)consider 



challenging and necessary questions about what it means (or could mean) to study, teach, and 
activate the Black feminist literacies and rhetorical tradition in 2026 and beyond. 
  
Essays, exams, and other major requirements for 5000-level: short weekly writing 
assignments, a midterm essay/project, a final project and presentation. 
 
 
Essays, exams, and other major requirements for 6000-level: short weekly writing 
assignments, a book review essay,  a final project and presentation. 
 
MA advisory codes -  
Specialist 1: satisfies Cultural Studies requirement. 
Specialist 4: satisfies Gender and Sexuality requirement.  
Specialist 7: satisfies Rhetoric, Composition, and Literacy requirement. 
(T): satisfies Theory requirement.  

 
ENGL 62403-001 Special Topics 
"Deconstructing Italian American Stereotype, Rebranding Italianità" 
Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan 
T 3:30 p.m. to 6:15 p.m. 
 
Textbooks Required: 
 
Description:  
  
Essays, exams, and other major requirements for 5000-level: 
 
Essays, exams, and other major requirements for 6000-level: 
 
MA advisory codes: 
Generalist F: satisfies American Literature and Culture Before 1900 requirement.  
Generalist G: satisfies American Literature and Culture After 1900 requirement.  
Specialist 1: satisfies Cultural Studies requirement. 
Specialist 3: satisfies Ethnic and Regional Literatures requirement. 
Specialist 4: satisfies Gender and Sexuality requirement.  
Specialist 7: satisfies Rhetoric, Composition, and Literacy requirement. 
(T): satisfies Theory requirement. 

 
M.A. Advisory Coding 

 



The advisory codes indicate what course distribution requirement will be satisfied by the 
designated listing. If more than one code is listed in the description for a particular class, 
a student may satisfy only one of those distribution requirements with that class, unless 
the code is T, for Theory. 
 
For M.A. Students with the Generalist Concentration 
Generalist A: satisfies Medieval Literature and Culture requirement.  
Generalist B: satisfies Renaissance Literature and Culture requirement. 
Generalist C: satisfies Restoration and 18th-century Literature and Culture 
requirement.  
Generalist D: satisfies 19th-century British Literature and Culture requirement. 
Generalist E: satisfies British Literature and Culture After 1900 requirement.  
Generalist F: satisfies American Literature and Culture Before 1900 requirement.  
Generalist G: satisfies American Literature and Culture After 1900 requirement.  
Generalist H: satisfies World Literature and Culture Written in English requirement. 
  
For M.A. Students with the Specialist Concentration 
Specialist 1: satisfies Cultural Studies requirement. 
Specialist 2: satisfies Environmental Literature, Writing, and Culture.  
Specialist 3: satisfies Ethnic and Regional Literatures requirement. 
Specialist 4: satisfies Gender and Sexuality requirement.  
Specialist 5: satisfies Medieval Literature requirement.  
Specialist 6: satisfies Religion and Literature requirement. 
Specialist 7: satisfies Rhetoric, Composition, and Literacy requirement. 
 
For All M.A. Students 
(T): satisfies Theory requirement. (A course can satisfy the theory requirement while 
also satisfying one of the other requirements in the lists above.) 
 
 


