Graduate Face-to-Face Course Descriptions
Spring 2026

ENGL 50203 Writing Workshop: Fiction
Viswanathan, Padma
W 12:55 - 3:40

Required Texts: Writing and readings to be circulated by professor and fellow students.

Description: In this course, we will read and respond to new works by participants and
also do a deep dive into perspective in fiction. Storytellers operate in first-person,
second-person, third-person limited, third-person omniscient, and more unusual
points-of-view. What distinguishes these perspectives? What are their gifts and
limitations? Most importantly, what can your chosen perspective do for the story you
want to tell?

Requirements: Students will submit two-three pieces of fiction (7-30 pp), which may
include a revision, for discussion. They will also respond thoughtfully to the work of their
peers and to a weekly reading assignment. No Final Exam.

Prerequisite: MFA Creative Writing Students Only

ENGL 50303: Writing Workshop: Poetry

Howell, Rebecca Gayle

F 10:45 - 1:20

Description: In this course, we will read and respond to new work by participants,
learning how to offer close readings as editorial support.

Requirements: Students will maintain a weekly reading and writing practice and submit
a new poem each week for community feedback.

Prerequisite: MFA Creative Writing Students Only
Required Texts: Writing and readings to be circulated by professor and fellow students.
No Final Exam.

ENGL 50403 Translation Workshop



Howell, Rebecca Gayle
M 9:40 - 12:25

Description: In this course, we will read and respond to new versions by participants,
learning how to offer close readings as editorial support.

Requirements: Students will maintain a weekly translation practice and submit a new
version each week for community feedback.

Prerequisite: MFA Creative Writing Students Only
Required Texts: Writing and readings to be circulated by professor and fellow students.

No Final Exam.

ENGL 51703-001 Advanced Studies in Medieval Lit & Culture
ENGL 61103-001 Seminar in Medieval Lit & Culture

Middle English Lyric

Quinn, William A.

M 2:00 - 4:45

Required Texts:

Volumes 2 and 3 of Susanna Fein, ed. & trans., with David Raybin and J. M. Ziolkowski,
The Complete Harley 2253 Manuscript, 3 Vols. (Kalamazoo: Medieval Institute
Publications, Western Michigan University, 2014-2015).

[This text provides modern English translations of all the tri-lingual manuscript’s
contents.]

AVAILABLE ON-LINE

MRTS access
https://metseditions.org/editions/465Pm1LSPGpfxLahvL.zDsbgz6MPj6m
Mullins access

https://muse.jhu.edu/book/98949

BL Digitized MSS

https://www.bl.uk/collection/digitised-manuscripts-archives

Description:

We will be studying how the mise en page of a medieval poem’s transcription affects its
interpretation by the modern reader. We will also be exploring the compilatio (i.e., the
rationale for inclusion and placement) of a major medieval “miscellany” and its
significance to the history of the book. Most of all, we will be analyzing the emotional


https://metseditions.org/editions/465Pm1LSPGpfxLahvLzDsbgz6MPj6m
https://muse.jhu.edu/book/98949
https://www.bl.uk/collection/digitised-manuscripts-archives

role-playing of all the lyrics preserved in Harley 2253 (supplemented by reference to
comparable lyrics preserved in other manuscripts).

Essays, exams, and other major requirements:

Perfect attendance and active participation is expected for every class meeting. Only
medically excused absences are exceptions. Unexcused absences will result in a grade
reduction.

Students registered for ENGL 51703 will be required to write a “conference quality”
paper (8-10 pp.); 20% of final grade.

Students registered for ENGL 61103 will be required to write an “article quality” paper
(15-25 pp.); 25% of final grade.

Alternative projects may be allowed with instructor’s pre-approval.

MA advisory codes:

Generalist A: satisfies Medieval Literature and Culture requirement.
Specialist 5: satisfies Medieval Literature requirement.
Specialist 6: satisfies Religion and Literature requirement.

ENGL 51703-002 Advanced Studies in Medieval Lit & Culture
ENGL 61103-002 Seminar in Medieval Lit & Culture

Old Norse I

Coker, Matthew

TR 12:30 - 1:45

Textbooks Required:

Hrolfs saga kraka og Bjarkarimur, edited by Finnur Jonsson (S. L. Mgllers bogtr., 1904).
Snorri Sturluson, Edda: Skaldskaparmal, edited by Anthony Faulkes (Viking Society,
1998). ISBN 9780903521345

Havamal, edited by D. A. H. Evans, with Glossary and Index compiled by Anthony
Faulkes (Viking Society, 1986—87, reprinted 2017). ISBN: 9780903521956

Egils saga, edited by Bjarni Einarsson (Viking Society, 2003). ISBN: 9780903521604
(Bound); 9780903521543 (Paperback)

[Hard copies of the Viking Society texts are available for purchase online, but the
publisher has also made online copies of each available for free download. The edition
of Hrélfs saga is not available for purchase, but it is available for free via HathiTrust and
Archive.org.]

Description:

In Old Norse II, we continue learning Old Norse as we read four fascinating texts in their
original language: 1) the legendary saga Hrolfs saga kraka, 2) Skaldskaparmal, the
second part of Snorri Sturluson’s poetic treatise, The Prose Edda, 3) the Eddic poem



Havamal, and 4) the Icelander’s saga Egils saga Skallagrimssonar. As part two of a
two-course Old Norse language sequence, this course builds on the grammatical
foundation laid in Old Norse | and turns our focus entirely to reading Old Norse
literature. We will read and translate these texts together in class
sentence-by-sentence, in addition to discussing the texts and reading select critical
literature about them. As we read, we will consider the place these texts held in their
original cultures and what they still say to us today. Prerequisite: Students must have
successfully completed Old Norse | to take this course.

Essays, exams, and other major requirements for graduate students at the 5000
level:

Reading and translating Old Norse texts in class, mid-term translation test, one
conference paper (10-15 pages)

Special requirements for graduate students at the 6000 level:
Reading and translating Old Norse texts in class, mid-term translation test, one oral
presentation, one seminar paper (15-20 pages)

MA advisory codes:
Generalist A: satisfies Medieval Literature and Culture requirement.

Specialist 2: satisfies Environmental Literature, Writing, and Culture.
Specialist 5: satisfies Medieval Literature requirement.

ENGL 51903 Graduate Internship in English*
Teacher: Graduate Advisor or Dept. Faculty Member Overseeing Internship

Description: The Graduate Internship in English is a three-credit-hour, semester-long
course. It is an opportunity for our graduate students to professionalize further, and
perhaps in nontraditional ways, while completing their degree programs. Internships
allow students to understand their career options better, explore specific work
environments, develop valuable non-academic skills, and network—all before they
graduate. Students completing internships with a department faculty member are
graded by that department faculty member (who will need to have a section of the
course assigned to them by the English Department office). Students completing
internships outside of the department are graded by their graduate advisor, who will be
in communication with the outside supervisor to determine the student's grade. Students
can propose an internship opportunity to their graduate advisor or consult with their
graduate advisor about existing internship opportunities. Internships should be arranged
before the end of the semester immediately preceding the semester of the internship.

*Permission of student’s graduate advisor required.



MA advisory code: Course is not coded but can fulfill an elective course requirement
for English M.A. students.

ENGL 52103-001 Portfolio Workshop (Portfolio students will be automatically
enrolled in this course.)

Szwydky, Lissette

T 9:30 -12:15

ENGL 52203-001 Advanced Studies in Renaissance Literature and Culture
ENGL 62003-001 Seminar in Renaissance Literature and Culture

Early Modern Lyric

Stephens, Dorothy

W 10:45 -1:30

Textbooks Required:

Norton Anthology of English Literature: The Sixteenth and Early Seventeenth Century,

Volume B only. You may find used ninth or tenth editions for far less money than the
new eleventh edition. Do not purchase the “Shorter Edition.” Purchase one of these:

Volume B, ninth edition, ISBN 978-0393912500
Or
Volume B, tenth edition, ISBN 978-0-393-60303-3
Or
Volume B, eleventh edition, ISBN: 978-1-324-06264-6

Description:
Stressed out? This course is designed for low anxiety. We'll read lots of poems, but
most will be brief, and we’ll often go over entire poems together in class.

Lyrics are short poems that focus on the speakers’ emotions—about annoying lovers,
attractive bed head, disorienting walks at night, friends who criticize your love life,
bubonic plague, hovering cows, blissful kisses, crises of faith, being judged by one’s
weight or skin color, inviting friends for dinner, fireflies, tortoise canoes, you name it.
We'll learn about lyric forms that were common during the English Renaissance:
sonnets, lute songs, ballads, odes, elegies, and sestinas.

Essays, exams, and other major requirements for 5000-level:

Enthusiastic participation, plus two of the following assignments: a) a ten-page essay,
b) a second ten-page essay, c) a poetry memorization, d) the composition of an original
sonnet followed by a prose meditation upon your authorial process.

Essays, exams, and other major requirements for 6000-level:

Enthusiastic participation, a fifteen- to twenty-page essay, and one of the following
assignments: a) a poetry memorization, b) the composition of an original sonnet
followed by a prose meditation upon your authorial process, c) a digest of three



literary-critical articles followed by an oral presentation of some of the best ideas from
those articles.

MA advisory codes:

Generalist B: satisfies Renaissance Literature and Culture requirement.
Specialist 4: satisfies Gender and Sexuality requirement.

ENGL 52303 Craft of Translation |
ENGL 52603 Craft of Fiction |
The Brazilian Novel
Viswanathan, Padma

T 2:00-4:50

Tentative reading list—subject to change! Please check with professor before
purchasing:

Mario de Andrade, Macunaima, trans. by Katrina Dodson, 225 pp

Machado de Assis, Quincas Borba, trans. by Margaret Jull Costa and Robin Patterson,
350 pp

Carol Bensimon, We All Loved Cowboys, trans. by Beth Fowler, 180 pp

Sténio Gardel, The Words That Remain, trans. by Bruna Dantas Lobato 160 pp
Tatiana Salem Levy, The House in Smyrna, trans. by Alison Entrekin, 160 pp
Clarice Lispector, The Apple in the Dark, trans. by Benjamin Moser, 400 pp

Ana Paula Maia, On Earth As It Is Beneath, trans. by Padma Viswanathan, 150 pp
Geovani Martins, Via Apia, trans. by Julia Sanches, 350 pp

Rachel de Queiroz, Dora, Doralina, trans. By Dorothy Scott Loos, 281 pp
Graciliano Ramos, S&o Bernardo, trans. by Padma Viswanathan, 200 pp

Moacyr Scliar, The Centaur in the Garden, trans. by Margaret Neves, 250 pp

Paulo Scott, Phenotypes, trans. by Daniel Hahn, 240 pp

Fernanda Torres, The End, trans. by Alison Entrekin 260pp

Description: A seminar-style class in which we will read Brazilian novels in English
translation, from the late 19th c. to the present. Discussions will take up craft matters in
fiction and translation, as well as the ways these books reflect Brazilian culture and
history. We will also have Zoom visits from several translators.

Requirements: Students will submit discussion questions on each week’s text. For the
final assignment, students may submit a craft/close reading paper, a piece of fiction, a
translation, or a work in some other format to be approved by the professor.
Requirements are not different for the two course codes.

ENGL 52403 Special Topics



Topics in Modern and Contemporary Fiction
The Working Writer

Hurt, Bryan

W 8:35 - 11:20

Textbooks:

Friedman, Jane, The Business of Being a Writer
Maum, Courtney, Before and After the Book Deal
Weekly selections from literary journals
Description:

“Art is long, life is short,” the saying goes, but what does that mean for those of us trying to live
both? In this class, we’ll investigate what it takes to build and sustain a writing life beyond the
walls of graduate school. How do writers make time for their art? How do they find agents,
editors, and publishers—and how do they keep going when the work is slow or unseen? Each
week we’ll begin by writing in the early hours, before turning to student-led discussions of
literary journals and the writers who publish in them. In the final hour, we’ll talk with working
writers and publishing professionals, or study the careers of agents and editors, to understand
what it means to build a literary life from the inside out. Readings will include Before and After
the Book Deal and The Business of Being a Writer along with essays, interviews, and case studies
that explore what it really means to make a literary life.

ENGL 52903 Craft of Poetry Il
Davis, Geffrey
M 2:00 - 4:45

This course is a study of that allusive and yet all-important aspect of writing: VOICE.
Where does a writer’s voice originate? Does poetry have a voice of its very own? What
elements of prosody help inform or shape a writer’s voice? How does a writer establish
a voice that is unmistakably their own? What are the ethics of voice when speaking on
behalf of individuals or communities? With these and other pressing questions in mind,
we will spend the semester crafting careful considerations about the ways that a poet
might fasten a voice to the page.

In addition to our craft conversations, this course will offer an introductory overview of
the venues and spaces for professional poets to present their voices—namely, in the
form of literary publishing (journals/magazines, chapbooks, and full-length collections),
writing conferences/festivals, and artist residencies. Students will present on their



preliminary findings from research tailored to their stage in the MFA program and/or
their current literary ambitions. For the final project, students will put together a portfolio
that includes professional submission materials and a short essay on voice.

Requirements: in-class presentations, regular and civil attendance, generative
participation in class discussions, and a final portfolio.

ENGL 54103 Advanced Studies in Modern and Contemporary British Literature
and Culture-001

ENGL 65103 Seminar in Modern and Contemporary British Literature and
Culture-001

Seamus Heaney: Poetry and Prose

Burris, Sidney

T 2:00 - 4:45

Textbooks Required:

Heaney, Seamus—Finders Keepers: Selected Prose: 1971-2001 ISBN-13
978-0374164967

Heaney, Seamus—The Poems of Seamus Heaney ISBN-13 978-0374235239 (Release
date, 18 November 2025)

Keefe, Patrick Radden—Say Nothing: A True Story of Murder and Memory in Northern
Ireland ISBN13 978-0307279286

Course Description: Seamus Heaney, who won the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1995,
became not only one of Ireland’s pre-eminent poets and critics, but he also moved with
equal authority across the stage of world literature. In this class, we will examine both
his essays and his poems as we attempt to understand how his work engages the
political struggles not only of Northern Ireland and the Republic, but also how his
command of the personal lyric was virtually unmatched in modern English literature,
regardless of its political affiliation.

Requirements: All students will be required to write a final paper of 10-12 pages, an
in-class essay, and direct a class discussion, as well as participate actively in the weekly
conversation. Students enrolled in the 6000-level sections will write a longer final paper
(15-20 pages).



MA advisory codes:

Generalist E: satisfies British Literature and Culture After 1900 requirement.
Generalist H: satisfies World Literature and Culture Written in English requirement.
Specialist 1: satisfies Cultural Studies requirement.

Specialist 6: satisfies Religion and Literature requirement.

ENGL 55903 Advanced Studies in Gender, Sexuality, and Literature

ENGL 68003. Seminar in Modern and Contemporary American Literature and Culture
Narratives of Race, Gender, and Class Passing in Modern American Literature
Marren, Susan

R 2:00 - 4:45

Textbooks Required (this is an evolving list, and may change quite a bit):

Running a Thousand Miles for Freedom: The Escape of William and Ellen Craft from

Slavery William and Ellen Craft
The House Behind the Cedars Charles Chesnutt

The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man James Weldon Johnson
Passing Nella Larsen

Black No More George Schuyler

Flight Walter White

Black Like Me John Howard Griffin
The Great Gatsby F. Scott Fitzgerald

The Autobiography of Alice B. Toklas Gertrude Stein

A Chosen Exile: A History of Racial Passing in American Life Allyson Hobbs
| will occasionally provide supplementary readings through email or blackboard, as well.

Description: Several years ago, a woman named Rachel Dolezal briefly erupted into
unsought media celebrity when her white parents outed her--the Spokane NAACP
president and an Africana Studies professor at Eastern Washington University--as a
white woman passing for black. Why, everyone was wondering, would a white woman
darken her skin and adopt elaborate African American hairstyles so as to seem black?
Was this cultural appropriation, as her critics said, or was it an unusually public
demonstration of the fictiveness of race, as her supporters held? It is quintessentially
American to be a “self-made man”; why, then, has social mobility by means of passing
so often been considered not enterprising but deceptive? In this course, we will read an
array of fictional and nonfictional narratives of race, gender, and class passing, and
watch a few films on the subject, examining how they seem both to reinforce and to
undermine identity boundaries. We will attempt to make sense of the recent upsurge of
interest in racial passing in our supposedly “postracial” society, and consider how the



literature of passing may offer us ways of understanding such contemporary
conundrums as what it means to belong to multiple identity categories, as we all do, and
to be online so much, as we all are.

Essays, exams, and other major requirements:

Assignments include brief response essays and individual research projects; students
registered at the 6000 level will also do one class presentation/facilitation of class
discussion and a more substantial research project.

MA advisory codes:
Generalist G: satisfies American Literature and Culture After 1900 requirement.

Specialist 1: satisfies Cultural Studies requirement.

Specialist 3: satisfies Ethnic and Regional Literatures requirement.
Specialist 4: satisfies Gender and Sexuality requirement.

(T): satisfies Theory requirement.

ENGL 58603 Advanced Studies in African American Literature and Culture
ENGL 68503 Seminar in African American Literature and Culture

Black Print Cultures

Young, Jarvis

R 9:30 -12:15

Description: The eminent figures of African descent featured in this seminar each were
known for their dynamic presence, stirring crowds with their essays and narratives,
charming audiences with their performances, and inspiring congregations with their
sermons. People of African descent, in Britain, the U.S, and the Caribbean, wrote,
published, and read through eras of enslavement and segregation, at times defying
legal restrictions, economic obstacles, and violence. In pamphlets, books, magazines,
newspapers, and printed ephemera, they narrated their own lived experiences,
expressed themselves in imaginative genres, and advocated for better social conditions.

In this seminar we will investigate the life and writings of black writers who have been
moved to the margins of literary history, production, and representations. With their
words preserved in print, we will discover how they overcame dominant traditions and
policies that too often restricted their voice. Writers and activists such as Toussaint
Louverture, Jean-Jacques Dessalines, Quobna Ottobah Cugoano, Olaudah Equiano,
Lemuel Haynes, David Walker, and Maria Stewart, to name a few, were notable for
developing Afro-Caribbean, Afro-British, and African American literary cultures,
identities, and thematics in print. We will spend time examining texts from seemingly



disparate periods and regions to discover similar thematics, arguments, literary and
rhetorical devices, and genres that may have emerged across these communities.

Essays, exams, and other major requirements:

Assignments include weekly discussion posts, brief response essays, facilitation of
class discussion, and individual research projects; students registered at the 6000 level
will also submit a journal report and present their research proposals.

Required Texts:
David Walker’s Appeal to the Coloured Citizens of the World, (Ed.) Peter P. Hinks,

Maria W. Stewart: America's First Black Woman Political Writer, (Ed.) Marilyn
Richardson

Pioneers of the Black Atlantic: Five Slave Narratives 1772-1815, (Eds.) Henry L. Gates,
William L. Andrews

MA advisory codes:

Generalist C: satisfies Restoration and 18th-century Literature and Culture
requirement.

Generalist F: satisfies American Literature and Culture Before 1900 requirement.
Generalist H: satisfies World Literature and Culture Written in English requirement.
Specialist 1: satisfies Cultural Studies requirement.

Specialist 3: satisfies Ethnic and Regional Literatures requirement.

ENGL 59703 Advanced Studies in Rhetoric and Composition-001
ENGL 69703 Seminar in Rhetoric and Composition-001

Digital Rhetorics

Fernandes, Maggie

F 8:45 - 11:30

Textbooks Required:
e Browne, Simone. Dark Matters: On the Surveillance of Blackness. ISBN:
978-0822359388
e Edwards, Dustin W., Enduring Digital Damage: Rhetorical Reckonings for
Planetary Survival. ISBN 978-0817362195

Description:
This course takes a theoretical approach to examine digital communication and
the construction of meaning more generally as it takes place between and across
cultures in a range of digital and algorithmic environments. In other words, we will



consider the interconnectedness of rhetoric, culture, and technology to consider
how technology mediates knowledge and culture and the implications of
technology for power, privilege, and identity. Drawing from interdisciplinary
perspectives, we will engage scholarship in rhetoric and writing studies,
professional and technical communication, affect theory, critical data studies, and
science and technology studies. Overall, we will identify and discuss prevalent
theories animating this field in addition to how digital cultural rhetoricians apply
such theories to their objects of inquiry. In this course, students will study the
effects of digital technologies and digitally mediated communication through the
theoretical, practical, and pedagogical notions of discourse and discourse
communities. Readings include the history and sociology of technological
development, digital rhetorics and literacies, genders and cultures in networked
communication, materiality and phenomenology of technology, among others.

Essays, exams, and other major requirements:

Assignments include weekly reading responses, a multimodal lesson plan, a midterm
exam, and a final seminar paper. Students at the 60000 level will facilitate one class
discussion.

MA advisory codes:

Specialist 1: satisfies Cultural Studies requirement.
Specialist 4: satisfies Gender and Sexuality requirement.
Specialist 7: satisfies Rhetoric, Composition, and Literacy requirement.

(T): satisfies Theory requirement.

ENGL 59703 Advanced Studies in Rhetoric and Composition-002
ENGL 69703 Seminar in Rhetoric and Composition-002
Research Methods
Pope, Adam
Textbooks Required:
e Tracy, Sarah J. Qualitative Research Methods, 3" Edition. ISBN: 1119988659
e Creswell and Creswell, Research Design, 6™ Edition. ISBN: 9781071817940
e Walton, Moore, Jones, Technical Communication After the Social Justice Turn.
ISBN: 9780367188474
e Selected readings
Description:
In this course, we will work to build a working knowledge and critical
understanding of various research methodologies that can be leveraged in
composition, technical communication, and other fields that leverage a social
sciences model of research. In the course, we will cover qualitative



methodologies, mixed methods, and some quantitative methodologies of
research with additional readings of published texts that illustrate these methods.

This course is an excellent resource for students looking to put together a
research article or research-based thesis or dissertation project.

Essays, exams, and other major requirements:

Assignments include weekly responses to readings, presentations on a methodology of
choice, a research study proposal, and periodic cumulative review papers. Students at
the 60000 level coordinate class during discussions of examples of different published
studies on a given method of their choice.

MA advisory codes:
Specialist 7: satisfies Rhetoric, Composition, and Literacy requirement.

(T): satisfies Theory requirement.

M.A. Advisory Coding

The advisory codes indicate what course distribution requirement will be satisfied by the
designated listing. If more than one code is listed in the description for a particular class,
a student may satisfy only one of those distribution requirements with that class, unless

the code is T, for Theory.

For M.A. Students with the Generalist Concentration

Generalist A: satisfies Medieval Literature and Culture requirement.

Generalist B: satisfies Renaissance Literature and Culture requirement.
Generalist C: satisfies Restoration and 18th-century Literature and Culture
requirement.

Generalist D: satisfies 19th-century British Literature and Culture requirement.
Generalist E: satisfies British Literature and Culture After 1900 requirement.
Generalist F: satisfies American Literature and Culture Before 1900 requirement.
Generalist G: satisfies American Literature and Culture After 1900 requirement.
Generalist H: satisfies World Literature and Culture Written in English requirement.

For M.A. Students with the Specialist Concentration

Specialist 1: satisfies Cultural Studies requirement.

Specialist 2: satisfies Environmental Literature, Writing, and Culture.
Specialist 3: satisfies Ethnic and Regional Literatures requirement.
Specialist 4: satisfies Gender and Sexuality requirement.

Specialist 5: satisfies Medieval Literature requirement.

Specialist 6: satisfies Religion and Literature requirement.

Specialist 7: satisfies Rhetoric, Composition, and Literacy requirement.



For All M.A. Students

(T): satisfies Theory requirement. (A course can satisfy the theory requirement while
also satisfying one of the other requirements in the lists above.)



